Appendix I               (of DA PAM 5-11  dated 30 Sept 1999)
Accreditation Report

I-1. Sample format

The outline of a sample accreditation report is shown in figure I-1. 

Figure I-1. Sample format for an accreditation report
a. Executive summary


b. Acceptability Assessment.

(1) Accreditation results and recommendations. 

(2) List accreditation limitations for class of use.

c. Acceptability criteria

List the criteria used for the basis of the accreditation decision. 

I-2. Description of the accreditation report.

The accreditation report must be written in a manner that will allow it to be read and understood as a stand-alone document.  Although references to other VV&A plans and reports may be made as necessary, full understanding of the accreditation report must not rest upon the premise that the reader has a detailed understanding of them.  The following paragraphs explain the elements of the sample accreditation report. 

   a. Executive summary of the accreditation results and recommendations. Briefly (1-2 pages) describe the major findings, limitations and accreditation recommendations. 

   b. Acceptability Assessment. Presents an analysis, which clearly conveys all evidence that the M&S will or will not perform as advertised and that it is appropriate for this class of applications or for this specific application.  State also the recommendations for the M&S based on the information given.  Specific areas to be included in this paragraph are as follows: 

      (1) The overall issues and findings of the accreditation process for the M&S. 

      (2) Highlights of the M&S strengths and limitations, especially in terms of the intended use (training, explanatory, or predictive.) 

      (3) Identification of agencies/personnel responsible for performing the accreditation. 

      (4) Recommendations should consist of a statement that explicitly approves or rejects use of the M&S based on the information in the sections above.  Any ramifications of proceeding with this application, i.e., all acceptability criteria were not used based on judgment, should be stated in qualitative terms.  These terms should reflect the M&S application sponsor's degree of confidence in or the credibility of the results of the M&S in this application. 

   c. Acceptability criteria summary. This section should describe these criteria, how and why they were established, and how the degree of satisfaction of these criteria was assessed.  This section should correspond with its counterpart in the accreditation plan.  If there is any deviation, it should be so stated and the reasons explained.  Information on each criterion chosen should include:

      (1) A description of each criterion. 

      (2) Any possible ratings given.  (Give a brief description of the reason for the rating. This may be subjective and should be a discussion of the M&S capability or limitations under this criterion.) 

      (3) A summary of why this item is important for the intended use of the M&S. Include some degree of criticality of the item.

